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DETAILED ACTION 
CLAIMS 
Summary 

Claim 1 is the independent claim under consideration in this Office Action. 

Claims 2-6 are the dependent claims under consideration in this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his 
invention. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. In claim 1, this claim is subject to undue breadth. 
The recited means does not appear in combination with any other recited element of 
means. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Bastida 
(4,627,181). 

Bastida teaches a steam iron including a water reservoir 1 for holding water, 
which is fed to the vaporization chamber 2. A hydraulic circuit is provided for 
connecting the reservoir to the steam generation chamber. The circuit includes in 
series a drip preventing valve(s) 14 and 15 and an adjustable drip device 5. Bastida 
teaches means lever means 9 for admitting water from the reservoir to the adjustable 
drip valve 5. The drip valve 5 includes a shaft carrying member 6 with a lug 7 and a 
cam surface 20 for adjusting the drip device from a dry ironing state to a steam 
providing state to a self-cleaning state. In the dry ironing state the means 9 is moved to 
close the path of water to the valve 5 by an actuation with thermally responsive 
bimetallic blades 14 and 15. When the iron is adjusted to a steam forming state, the 
heated soleplate actuates movement of the bimetallic blades to allow the movement 
and opening of the path, which allows water to enter into the valve area 5. When in the 
self-cleaning state, the means 9 is pushed by the lug 7 along the corresponding cam 
surface so as to open the water path and act against the blades by using the pressure 
of the spring and cam so as to retain the water path open regardless of the temperature 
of the soleplate. The upward force of the bimetallic blades is rendered insufficient to 
overcome the force of the spring (within 6) and the desired position of the cam surface 
(column 4, lines 15-30), thus allowing a cleaning of the iron. 
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PERTINENT CITATIONS 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Voss et al., Vildosola and Ching et al. Illustrate steam irons with 
drip preventing valves and adjustable drip valves. Colombo and Dodier et al. Illustrate 
steam irons with adjustable drip valves having means coating with drip preventing 
valves. 

INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (571 ) 272-4983. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ismael IzaguirreX 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3765 
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